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my mother-in-law. When she and her sister Ida team up together,
there are few who can hold out against them. For years those two
women have done the talking and deciding for my father-in-law, a «
nice enough guy but so henpecked he can no longer feel his scars*
My mother-in-law is generous with money hut hell-bent to give
you what she wants. Last Easter she bought clothes for our boys
that Abby definitely didn't want the boys to have. Once in a while
she would like the opportunity of choosing the suits and coats that
please her own taste. Frequently she complains to me that her
mother's taste is old-fashioned, but I notice she doesn't complain to
her mother. I keep my mouth shut, too, although the truth is I
would prefer to clothe my own family. There are other things in my
setup I don't like.
On Dean's sixth birthday, his grandmother presented him with
an English bicycle that would have been appropriate for a boy of
twelve. Dean was not only too young to appreciate the value of
the bicycle; it was too dangerous for him to use in a neighborhood
as overrun with traffic as ours. Abby wouldn't allow him to ride the
bike anywhere except in our handkerchief-size back yard, which
was okay with me. However, she then nagged at the boy for being
clumsy and slow in learning to ride the bike. Dean has grown too
fast and is poorly coordinated, but I'm sure Abby's nagging isn't
helpful to hi™.
Eventually the bicycle became such a bone of contention between
Dean and his mother that the boy came to dislike it. Twice he
pushed the bike out in the alley for the trash man to collect, but I
managed to recover it without Abby knowing. When he left it in a
rainstorm, she found out and there was a terrible row. Abby squab-
bles with Dean as though both of them were the same age. Sorry as
I feel for him, there isn't much a father can do.
In my estimation, Abby sets impossibly high standards for our
oldest sou. She raises cain at Dean's awkwardness, his noisiness.
She compares him unfavorably with his younger brothers, objects
because he is too shy to make friends his own age, although she is
so shy she won't call on a neighbor or visit Dean's school. I wist

